C*.4- 


document  2809  general  headquarters 

UNITED  STATES  ARMY  FORCES,  PACIFIC 
OFFICE  OF  TH3  m HEATER  JUDGE  ADVOCATE 
'  WAR  CRIMES  BRAI'CH 


APO  500 
17  October  19*5 

fTSUORANDUK  r>0*  Prosecution  Section  (Report  #  75) 

THRU:  Executive  Officer,  'or  Crimes  Branch 


SUBJECT : 


Offenses  Comritted  by  the  Japanese  at 
Camp  O'Donnell. 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/2fe0f7/ 


DOCUMENT  2809 


nearly  sixty  per  day  during  the  first  two  months  of  impri¬ 
sonment  (R  27)#  During  the  first  few  months  at  Camp 
O'Donnell  the  urisoners  were  not  ellowed  to  use  water  for 
bathing,  and  conditions  in  the  hospital  were  most  unsanitary 
due  to  the  inability  of  the  pationts  to  move  to  the  latrines, 
'there  were  no  beds  nor  bedding,  and  the  patients  were  crowded 
on  the  floor  and  under  the  building,  with  no  protection  from 
insects,  flies,  and  the  weather  (R  54,  96,  99,  109,  110,  134, 
156),  Repeated  requests  for  medicine  and  hoseitel  equipment 
were  refused  (R  38.  133) •  More  than  fifteen  hundred  American 

Erisoners  of  war  dic'd  in  Cnr.p  O'Donnell  betwoen  the  period 
8  April  1942  to  December  1942  (Ex.  D) 5  and  f nproximately 
twenty-six  thousand  Filioino  prisoners  died  during  that  period 
(R  9,  209). 

American  and  Filipino  prisoners  wore  forced  to  stand  in 
the  hot  sun  without  hats  for  many  hours  for  minor  violations 
of  prison  regulations  (R  3)#  Others  were  beaten  with  rifles, 
scabbards,  and  bamboo  poles  when  they  fell,  exhausted,  while 
at  work  (R  66,  119).  Beatings  of  the  prisoners  on  work 
details  by  the  Japanese  guards,  with  bayonets,  clubs,  and 
pick  handles  were  common  oc  urrences  (R  100,  121). 

Many  of  the  prisoners  were  forced  to  bury  the  dead,  build 
fences,  and  dig  latrines,  though  they  were-  physically  unfit 
to  perform  such  labor  because  of  illness  and  malnutrition 

(r  89,  91,  119,  129,  iei). 

Upon  arrival  at  Camp  O'Donnell,  the  prisoners  were  forced 
to  place  all  their  personal  belongings  on  their  blankets, 
and  the  Jananese  confiscated  all  money,  Jewelry,  watches, 
and  equipment  including  medical  supplies,  although  some  of 
the  officers  were  allowed  to  keep  a  blanket  (R  36,  91,  114. 
133,  195). 

The  prisoners  we.ro  required  to  bury  their  own  dead  in 
gravos  containing  twelve  to  sixty  bodies  each,  without  regard 
to  proper  identification  of  the  graves  or  positions  of  the 
bodies  (R  3.  4,  64,  146).  Sixty-five  who  died  were  listed 
ns  unknown  (Ex.  D).  On  some  occasions  they  were  forced  to 
bury  men  who  were  still  alive  (R  24,  129).  Frequently  the 
Japanese  would  not  grant  permission  to  bury  the  dead,  and 
bodies  were  left  exposed  to  the  sun  for  two  or  three  days 
at  a  time  before  permission  was  granted  to  bury  them.  (R  3, 

54,  78). 

On  several  occasions  representatives  of  the  Red  Cross  and 
other  charitable  organizations  attempted  to  bring  medicine 
and  supplies  to  alleviate  the  condition  of  the  Drisoners, 
but  they  wore  turned  away  at  the  entrance  to  the  camp  (R  9, 

27,  38,  55).  '*hen  supplies  were  allowed  to  bo  brought  in  by 
charitable  organizations,  the  Japanese  confiscated  much  of 
it  for  their  own  use  and  only  allowed  the  prisoners  to  have 
what  was  left  (R  8,  38,  39). 
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